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Calves fed program C had lower digestibility of DM, OM, Ca, and P the week of weaning (day 
36 to 39) and post-weaning (day 53 to 56).  This combined with a lower intake of starter, 
resulted in less of these nutrients being digested.  This supports the results in other trials where 
calves that were fed more than 1.5 lb MR powder daily had less BW gain and feed efficiency 
during the weeks just prior to weaning and post-weaning. 
 

Table 1. Selected measurements from calves fed 4 MR programs in previous trial. 
 MR program 
Item A B C D 
MR CP-fat, % 20-20 26-17 26-17 28-20 
Days fed MR 42 42 28 49 
Total MR intake, lb/calf 40.4 60.7 39.7 108.7 
ADG, lb/d      
  0-56 days 1.05a 1.33bc 1.27b 1.43c

  56-84 days 2.20a 2.34b 2.64c 2.08a

Starter intake, lb/day      
  0-56 days 1.67a 1.66a 2.07b 1.51c

  56-84 days 6.27a 6.52a 7.60b 6.39c

Post-weaning digestibility of OM, % 77.4a 78.3a 78.7a 68.0b

Serum amylase, units/liter 46.0a 48.8a 50.9a 35.9b

a,b,c Program means with different letters differ (P < 0.05). 
 

Table 2. Selected measurements from calves fed 3 MR programs in current trial. 
 MR program 
Item A B C 
Days fed MR 28 42 42 
Total MR intake, lb as-fed/calf 38.2 58.4 87.8 
Total starter intake, lb as-fed/calf a,b 102.1 86.9 74.3 
Days 21 to 24    
  OM intake, lb/day b 1.93 1.90 2.56 
  OM digestibility, % 87.4 86.9 87.6 
  OM digested, lb/day b 1.69 1.65 2.24 
  Fat digestibility, % 90.7 89.0 90.8 
  Ca digestibility, % 70.1 69.9 57.1 
  Serum amylase, units/L b 58 56 39 
Days 36 to 39    
  OM intake, lb/day a,b 2.78 2.31 1.84 
  OM digestibility, % a,b 80.8 87.9 77.7 
  OM digested, lb/day a,b 2.24 2.03 1.43 
  Fat digestibility, % a,b 86.8 94.3 79 
  Ca digestibility, % a,b 54.9 67.1 51.4 
  Serum amylase, units/L b 76 69 57 
Days 53 to 56    
  OM intake, lb/day a,b 4.70 4.16 3.65 
  OM digestibility, % b 82.9 82.9 77.8 
  OM digested, lb/day a,b 3.90 3.44 2.84 
  Fat digestibility, % 88.3 90.0 86.0 
  Ca digestibility, % b 55.6 54.6 54.2 
  Serum amylase, units/L a,b 93 81 68 
a,b Programs A vs. B were different (P < 0.05) based on contrast statement. 
a,b Programs B vs. C were different (P < 0.05) based on contrast statement. 

 


